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. I hope that your July 4th was soil heath. I was expecting a “little”
In This Issue eventfquand that you paused to uptick in the feederrr)narkegt in June

f.ef(lf‘;} on what a great country we a}rlld July but the corn is}slue has taken y ¢ 3
News from your CEO IS 20 . that opportunity away, however, I N
y I want to share with you some  pelieve that this month of July will

. of the 2019 U.S. beef statistics. be th th to get a feeli th
Breeding Beef Cows Back aftera | The top 5 states with beef cattle cae]f Heiarﬁ?er; for%%eg,%e%i L%gcﬁgck ¢

Tough Winter are Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, with your marketing agent. The
. . Nebraska and South Dakota. new varieties of corn coupled with
| Missouri Beef Researchers Focus | Louisiana ranks 24th in beef cow Plenty of moisture could change a
on Heifer Fertility and Estrus | numbers (35th all cattle and calves) *poor” corn crop to above average
Cycles with 13,449 cattle operations and by harvest time. Demand will -
an ayerage operation size of 59 remain 1%ood for graze-out calves.

. . head. Our main gifts are year- Hopef 1 the rain i v M
Would creep feeding pay this round forages and available water. ar;) §u‘;eyv3ﬂl e(furftlél tglfféqﬁatgy

year? We need more meetings to share hay production. Let’s schedule some _
) ) information on the use of cover information meetings! o
Does mandatory animal ID miss | crops and how they impact our g -

the mark? bottom line, also, how they improve Dave Foster, CEO

How futures work: Position BREEDINC DEEZr COWS BACH AFTER A TOUCH WINTER
changes over time By: Dean Kreager, Ohio State University Extension AgNR Educator, Licking County
(originally published in the Ohio Farmer on-line)
How do you avoid getting stuck in a rut? Take a different path. There

was a real shortage of high quality or even medium quality hay made
last year. Forage analysis results that I reviewed last fall were all lower

uality than expected. As a result, many cowherds were much thinner at
the beginning of the spring calving season this year. The problem with
having thin cows at calving time is that they are likely to be even thinner at

' breeding time. :
JCRTTIEN
When a cow eats, her use of nutrients is prioritized. First is maintenance
Pnnn"cins for survival, followed by lactation and growth, which includes weight gain,

OF LOUISIANA and finally, reproduction. While reproduction is the number one priority

trait for profitability, it is not at the top of the list when the body of the cow
is deciding how to use its nutrient resources.
/; ! Years of research have established that thin cows are often difficult
to get bred. Results often show around a 30% decrease in the number
of cows displaying estrus by 60 days post-calving on a cow with a body
condition score at calving of 4 vs 6. Similar results are seen when comparing
pregnancy 1rates M}E}im a 90 day windqwhof calving. These thinner cows also
s roduce calves with lower weaning weights.
Cattle Producers Of Louisiana P Early weaning has often been %uggegsted during drought years but can
P.O. Box 886 also have a Elace when managing thin cows. The energy that is required for
Prairieville, Louisiana 70769 lactation is high enough to keep many cows in a negative energy balance
Website: www.lacattle.or while nursing a calf. Removing the calf from the cow will stop lactation and =
’ : 018 allow the cow to begin to use energy toward reproduction. Weaning times of
Toll Free: 888-528-6999 y 45-16_0 days allow cows to begin a positive energy balance and start cycling
earlier.

~N If you are past the time where a 45 to 60 weaning is possible, consider &

weaning calves at 3-5 months of age instead of 7 months. While you will not %
get the immediate reproductive benefits, this still provides the cows with an
Dave Foster extra opportunity to gain a body condition score or two so they will be better
Chief Executive Officer prepareg for next winter. A 5 to 7 body condition score at the geginning of

info@lacattle.org the calving season will increase the likelihood of cycling early and getting

pregnant early in her next season. Having a calf early in the breeding season
1s one of the most important determinates of profita ili;tiy.

Extra management, resources and facilities are needed when early
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' DREEDINGC DEEF COWS BACH AFTER A TOUCH WINTER
weaning calves but there are also some benefits in addition to the imgroved reproductive performance of the
" dams. Early weaned calves can be very efficient at growing. Their feed conversion can be in the neighborhood
~ "of 1 pound of gain from 5 pounds of feed. This efficiency is a big part of why young calves are worth more per
“pound. Early weaning calves started on a good nutrition and health program can provide increased value of the
% calves when sold.
: The importance of pregnancy checking is even higher in herds with thin cows that may remain anestrus for
% extended periods. Lack of signs of estrus is no guarantee that a cow was pregnant when the bull was removed.
If the bull remained with the cows for extended periods, do you know when the breeding occurred? The cost of _
.. pregnancy checking 20 cows is likely less than the cost of feeding one open cow through the winter. 4
There are three commonly used methods for pregnancy checking cows. They are rectal palpation,
ultrasonography, and blood testing. While the first two depend on the skill of the technician, all three are highly
. accurate. Ultrasonography and blood testing can be performed around 28 days while rectal palpation is usually
after 3? days. There are advantages and disadvantages of each method. Ultrasonography and rectal Halpation
typically require a farm visit from a veterinarian but are capable of staging the age of the fetus. Blood testing is ;
inexpensive and can be completed by most producers but does not provide the age of the fetus. Finding the openg ¢
cows or the ones that did not breed back within the desired calving season will allow you to remove them from 74
- your herd early to conserve feed resources for the rest of the herd. 2
Maybe this is the year to look at a different management approach. Don’t get stuck in a rut. e

MISSGURI BEEF RESEARCIHERS FOCUS G IIZIFER FERTILITY AND ESTRUS LYCLES
By: Sara Brown
While the beef industry has worked together to come up with a standard protocol for fixed-time Al in cows
% and heifers, that’s not where researchers have stopped. They continue to look for additional information to
improve beef production. s’
One of the things University of Missouri researchers discovered as they looked at heifer development is the =
importance of identifying the fertility response of heifers before breeding, said University of Missouri researcher
David Patterson during a recent webinar from the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association.
We want to “really work toward developing the concept that in order to obtain success with Al programs
= and heifers. It’s probably a good idea to determine how many of your heifers are cycling and are they fed back,
. ready to synchronize,” Patterson said. “With our dprogram in Missouri, all heifers are required to go through
?1prel-weaning exam that’s referred to as a reproductive tract score. It is a direct assessment of reproductive
evelopment.
p He]i)fers are ultrasounded or palpated transrectally to be assigned a score of 1 to 5. A score of 1 or 2 would
_ ~indicate a pre-pubertal heifer that is more than 30 days from reaching puberty, with 5 being the heifer is in the
luteal phase (somewhere between day 6 and 16) of a heat cycle.
~ Fast-forward to about 8:00 to hear Patterson’s comments.
Timing of these exams are critical—they should be performed four to six weeks before breeding.
Synchronization should start only when more than half of the heifers have RTS of 4 or 5, he added.
“One of the things that I think is interesting about the timing of these ... is that they very effectively coincide
with the start of one of the long-term progestin-based protocols,” Patterson said.
In many cases prebreeding booster vaccinations are administered at the time reproductive evaluations are
performed and track scores are assigned, setting up the synchronization protocol timeframe.
: “Our veterinary practitioners across the state are getting much more involved with pre-breeding evaluations
2 OT reproduﬁtive management in general,” he said. “So when the pre-breeding exams are performed, basically it’s
one-stop shop.”

WOULD CAEEP FEEDING PAY THIS YEAR?
Ligillcliwﬁight calves keep showing positive value of gain, but cost of gain could offset it or the markets
could change.
Itis thegtime of year some may consider feeding creep. So I'm going to take a (}uick look at this practice.
, Keep in mind that it is your operation, and therefore you must know your cattle and your numbers before
. making a management decision.
¢ AllTknow is what the market is telling me right now. No one can forecast the future. To try and do so is
gambling, commonly called “bettin% on the come.” As I look at market prices paid for cattle this week, the value
of gain remains highest among cattle are weighing under 600 pounds. Creep teeding these lighter-weight calves

- may pay off since the value of gain offsets the price of the creep. When I priced some creep feed this week I was
shocked at how expensive it was. When I ran the numbers on it the math told me that one could pick up an extra

" $20 per head on the lightweights.

' The rub is when the cattle begin to weigh over 600 pounds the added expense could end up pushing a
producer $60 per head into the red. There is a very fine tipping point between picking up a few Eollars and
giving your feed away. You must know what the calves weigh, and I'll caution you that you can’t guess it that
close to avoid the tipping point.

If you are in the ll))usmess of selling cattle it’s your job to know these two things:
1. What your costs are
2. How the markets work
; I see misleading math in bull-sale catalogs and feed-salesman pitches all the time. They tell you a feeder
- calf is worth, let’s say $1.50 per pound. And if you feed this creep to your calves and they gain this many extra
~ pounds multiplied by a $1.50 you will make this much extra cash. First off they don’t back out the expense of the
Aeos 7 & e

< - % .




o Y F 4 . -
' WGULD CREEP FEEDING PAY TIHIS TEAR?
feed and second they don’t calculate the heavier weight usinghthe rice slide. The other thing to consider, and
* that no one will tell you, is the discount you may be faced with. Calves that come off good-milking mommas and
- “that had creep may end up in a greasy condition. A buyer’s first thought will be that he’s going to buy weight that %
will melt off during the weaning process, and therefore he will discount them. That discount could erode away
“ any 1E:roﬁt potential you may have had. So know what your cattle weigh, what your costs are and keep a close eye
» on the value of gain.
It’s hard to believe with all the rain that anyone could be short on grass. The thing is, the weather has not
"~ been favorable to grass growth and as a result we continue to see an unseasonable run of pairs and bred cows. If
.. the cow is 8 years old or younger the pair sells well. Some young pairs this week brought over $1,900. %
Bred cows are a right-place-right-time scenario. At one auction fall-bred cows were just over weigh-up price.
The next day at an auction just down the road they brought $400 a head more than weigh-up price.
I already mentioned that the highest value of gain was in cattle weighing under 600 pounds. Looking at
market reports from all over the country at cattle weighing over 600 pounds, it is easy to find a lighter one that
- brought more dollars per head than a heavier one. This is one of two thinl%s: a form of paying someone to take
your feed, or a good buying opportunity. It all depends on which side of the transaction you are on.
Unweaned cattle were $5-$10 back. Thin-fleshed cattle fetched a $(i3-$10 premium. Feeder bulls were
: $5-3.2(.) back. Fleshy cattle were $10 back, so if you decide to creep feed, be sure to keep an eye on their body
-~ condition.

DGES MARNDATERY ANIMAL ID MISS THE MARK?
The debate over whether or not we need mandatory animal ID in the beef business has gone far too long.
It’s time to decide.
. By: Burt Rutherford
, I received a very thought-provoking email from a reader in Wisconsin this week regarding animal 3
I - identification. You may be weary of reading about that topic in this space, but it’s an important issue that, as a
*~business, we must come to grips with.

“Supporters of animal ID seem to believe that disease originates from one source, and if cattle from that 4

source are treated or eliminated, there will be no disease. But disease spreads by many methods - most of which =

~ are not because of human actions,” says Dave Kuhle.

“My experience with pseudo-rabies in hogs in the 1970s showed that all the efforts of the USDA, which

spent millions of dollars ll))y quarantining, vaccinating, and re-populating, were completely wrong. USDA never

. stopped, or even controlled, the spread of the disease. There never was a single cause of contagion, but spread by

.- contact, by rodents and fleas and through the air. Producers of infected herdgs either liquidated or suffered losses

_ until the disease subsided. Pseudo-rabies is still present in the environment, and the disease will eventually
mutate and re-occur. The same is true of African swine fever.”
"~ Kubhle says producers who want to stay in business use best practices to control disease. By this, I presume
he means a strong biosecurity program, among other things.

“But we do not live in a disease-free world. There is no cure for many diseases, and certainly no way to
stop the spread of every disease. I believe those who support mandatory ID have unrealistic expectations about
control, and their efforts would be better directed towarg educating the public about the reality of nature.”

Would beef producers be better off by being encouraged to impﬁement a viable biosecurity program rather
than kicking the can of mandatory animal ID down the road? It’s a good question.

: Here are my thoughts, for whatever they’re worth. First, how about both? Let’s continue to work toward
4a viable animal disease traceability program while encouraging beef producers to protect themselves with
Dlosecurity.

Do we need a mandatory animal ID program?

Yes, we need a mandatory animal ID program, if we are serious about dealing with a disease outbreak. But
that’s not really the most important question.

First, we must collectively decide if we want a mandatory animal ID program. That’s been the crux of the
often-emotional debate. BEEF readers fall on both sides of Bllat question, but it’s the question we absolutely
must answer.

. Do our current efforts regarding animal ID and disease traceability miss the mark, as Kuhle suggests? I

»don’t know. Many years ago, in the aftermath of the foot-and-mouth outbreak in England, I was fortunate to
garticipate in a number of exercises designed to form a coordinated approach to how the beef business would
eal with an outbreak here.

’ Those exercises assumed a single source of infection. How quickly it could spread was startling. But is a
single-source beginning of a disease outbreak the general assumption now? Again, I don’t know. But in the case

» of a bioterrorism attack, I think we can assume that a disease agent will be introduced in multiple locations.

The debate over mandatory animal ID has gone on far too long. We must decide.

Don’t let this be your...
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CATTLE PRODUCERS OF LOUISIANA
~ P.0.BOX 886 ;
PRAIRIEVILLE, LOUISIANA 70769
WEBSITE: WWW.LACATTLE.ORG
TOLL FREE: 888-528-6999
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